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Peel's life would he have made such a distinction
between men and packages. And at this entry
into his heritage Gladstone must have cast his
eye back, though perhaps for the last time, in
regret for the clerical profession and a stall at
Christ Church amid the warm familiar conflicts
of the Oxford Movement. Fortunately for his
subsequent comfort, his Puseyite tendencies pre-
vented his becoming Irish Secretary in 1841.
The Ulster Presbyterians would not have liked it.
Later they were to dislike other things still more.
Still, it was never Gladstone's nature to skimp a
job, however distasteful. He set himself to master
the packages and do the donkey work for PeePs
series of devastating Budgets. He soon shed his
traditional prejudice of Protection and grappled
so furiously with the mass of petty tarifis that in
May 1843 he entered the Cabinet as President of
the Board, He was the greatest success in the
Government. Peel began to rely on him for
everything and he in return to show how ex-
tremely irritating he could be. The question of
the Corn Laws was exasperating Peel, whose
conscience could no longer consent to their present
condition. Three courses were open : a low fixed
duty, a sliding scale based on the world price,
or immediate abolition. Gladstone, though he
had originally wanted to travel faster than Peel,
saw grave*objections to all three courses. Even
Peel, the most patient of men, was ruffled. He
was just beginning to realise that Gladstone, a